
INRE:

BEFORE

THE PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION OF

SOUTH CAROLINA

DOCKET NO. 97-239-C - ORDER NO. 2004-184

SEPTEMBER 28, 2004

Proceeding to Establish Guidelines for an

Intrastate Universal Service Fund.
) ORDER GRANTING

) REQUEST TO EXTEND

) DEADLINE FOR FILING

) TARIFFS ASSOCIATED

) WITH THE STATE

) UNIVERSAL SERVICE

) FUND

This matter comes before the Public Service Commission of South Carolina

("Commission") on the Request of United Telephone Company of the Carolinas

("Sprint" or "Company") for an extension of time in which to make the Company's filing

associated with the State Universal Service Fund ("USF") as set out in Commission

Order No. 2001-996, dated October 10, 2001, requiring the participating companies to

file tariffs reductions and requests for additional support associated with the South

Carolina Universal Service Fund.

Commission Order No. 2001-996 sets out the guidelines and administrative

procedures for the USF and provides details for the implementation of the USF, which

consists of different phases. At the present time, the USF proceeding is considered to be

at subsequent phases. Order No. 2001-996 provides that the subsequent phases of

implementation allow an ILEC the option to complete the transition to the full amount of

High Cost Support for which it is eligible in each Designated Support Service Area and
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providesthat a High Cost SupportComponentshall bephasedin over time in orderto

properly identify and reducethose intrastatetariff ratesproviding implicit supportto

UniversalServiceandto allow the Commissionto haveproperoversightof theprocess.

TheHigh CostSupportComponentis thesumof highcostsupportfor all Carriersof Last

Resort(COLRs)in SouthCarolinaandrepresentsa subsectionof thetotal SouthCarolina

USF.

During thesubsequentphases,pursuantto OrderNo. 2001-996,startingonApril 1,

2004,andonApril 1of eachsubsequentyear,eachILEC receivingUSF supportmayfile

tariff reductionsand requestadditionalUSF supportto fund the continuedremovalof

implicit support containedin rates. Additionally, Order No. 2001-996provides that

companiesseekingratereductionsshall alsofile detailedcostdataclearlydemonstrating

that implicit supportexistsin theratesthat areproposedto be reduced.Suchfilings will

beconsideredby theCommissionandadecisionrenderedbyAugust1of thesameyear.

On March 25, 2004, Sprint filed a requestfor an extensionof time with the

Commissionrequestingthatthe CommissionextendtheApril 1, 2004,deadlineto file its

tariffs associatedwith theUSF.Sprintrequeststhat thedeadlinefor theCompany'sfiling

in the instantdocketbeextendedfor fifteen(15)daysuntil April 15,2004.

Sprintstatesin its requestthat theCompanydoesnotbelieveit hassufficienttime

betweenthe dateof the Company'srequestof March 24, 2004, and April 1, 2004, to

completeits South CarolinaUSF filing. According to Sprint, the Company's internal

costingteamhasbeenassignedto varioustasksandhasbeenunableto dedicatethetime

necessaryto make the Company's filing. Sprint statesthat it does not believe the
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Company'srequest is unreasonablein light of previous extensions granted by the

Commission to other parties in this docket. Lastly, Sprint adds that the Company will

endeavor to complete its filing in an expeditious manner.

The Commission finds and concludes that Sprint's request for an extension of

time to file the Company's tariffs and accompanying cost data associated with the USF

should be granted.

IT IS THEREFORE ORDERED THAT:

1. The deadline of April 1, 2004, as set forth in Commission Order No. 2001-

996, shall be extended to April 15, 2004, for United Telephone Company of the Carolinas

(Sprint). to file the Company's tariffs and any accompanying cost data associated with

the South Carolina Universal Service Fund.

2. This Order shall remain in full force and effect until further Order of the

Commission.
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ATTEST:

G. O'Neal Hamilton, Vice Chairman

(SEAL)


